PARISH COUNCIL OF GREAT EASTON AND TILTY
MINUTES OF A.G.M. HELD 27th APRIL 2017

AT GREAT EASTON VILLAGE HALL
Present


Cllrs John Lewis ( Chairman) – David Rowland (Vice Chairman)




Tristan Martens – Clair Southon

Clerk


Audrey Miller

Residents/guests

Nicola Longman ( Village Hall Treasurer)
1. Welcome to guests

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.40pm. this was later than planned as he was waiting for a quorum to be present to enable the meeting to go ahead.

2. Apologies for absence


Paul Kelly – Julia England – Terry Francis – Cllr Simon Walsh ( County)

3 .Minutes of A.G.M. 28th April 2016

The minutes of the 2016 AGM having been circulated prior to the meeting were agreed and signed as a true record.

4. Chairman’s Report

The Chairman began his report by stating that the Parish Council had a good year working in the interests of all the residents, they had worked within the limits of the precept with a full compliment of 8 councillors.

During the year a number of planning applications had been viewed and response to the Local Plan on a call for sites. 

On Road Safety matters, the VAS sign was finally erected outside the school on Snow Hill after 6 years of negotiation and were in negotiation with ECC and Highways on the  new pavement/walkway from Rebecca Mead to B184.

The bridge on footpath 20/41 was finally completed and the issue of F.P. 24 was discussed in great detail with the landowner.

A watchful eye was kept on the health of the river, trees and debris had been cleared . The river now in very good condition. The grass in the parish and two playing fields were kept in good condition by our contractor and the flooding culvert at Burns playing field has now been rectified. Playground equipment had its Annual Inspection and repairs carried out where necessary.
Dunmow United Football Club and Dunmow Rhodes F.C. regularly use the facilities at Laundry Lane and Burns Playing Field.

The village hall continues to be regularly used, the P.C. oversees its maintenance and checks on electrical  and fire extinguisher inspections.. This year the exterior was repainted, rainwater and guttering/down pipe improved, front car park re surfaced, also the road in front of church was resurfaced . Thanks go to our two District Councillors Martin Foley and John Freeman for obtaining £1000 grant towards this expenditure.
The P.C. paid for the fortnightly visit of the ‘green skip’, for residents garden rubbish. 

Great Easton entered the best Kept Village Competition and was awarded a Merit prize, thanks must go to Paul Kelly who masterminded this project and all who helped, to whom received a souvenir mug. The new village sign was erected on the war memorial green and Christmas once again saw the erection of the giant Christmas tree festooned with lights.

The Parish Council laid a poppy wreath on the War memorial on Remembrance Sunday
Great Easton Community Association was formed and they financed the Christmas tree this year.

Airport matters have been reasonably quiet this year as expansion has been confined to Heathrow. The Parish Council supported Broxted on the Compulsory purchase plans for properties owned by M.A.G. Quarterly STACC meetings and Parish Council Liason Committee meetings were attended.

The Parish Council made charity donations to East Anglia Childrens’ Hospice, Air Ambulance, C.A.B. and  Marie Curie Nursing Services, during the year.

Finally the Chairman thanked Nicola Longman for looking after the finances of the Village Hall, David and Christine Chalkley – Village Hall Booking Clerks – Audrey & Brian Miller – Village Hall Caretakers  and especially Brian for the numerous D.I.Y.  undertakings. To Audrey for her role as Parish Clerk and all her help and patience in supporting me as Chairman and David Rowland as Vice Chairman. Lastly thankyou to all our councillors for your involvement to ensure the smooth running of this Parish Council.
5. Village Hall Report

The Village Hall was well used during the year with regular weekly hirers and a good number of private functions. The hall had been well maintained with annual inspections of fire extinguishers, PAT tests and cleaning.
Income for the year amounted to  £7,180.48 and expenditure was £4,148.92….a profit of £3,032.00

We have a healthy bank balance which is carried forward to 2017/2018

6. Clerks Report

The Clerk presented the accounts to the meeting. Our Income for the year amounted to £23,179.83 which included the precept of £18,563 – grants £`1973 – Football Clubs rent £620 and VAT refund of £2,023.83.

Total Expenditure was £23,475.33. slightly more than our income but we had carried forward a healthy amount from 2016/2017.
Main items of expenditure were grass cutting £6,750 – Insurance £1,900 – resurfacing of car park £4620.

The Best Kept Village and the new village sign cost £1,917 well within the budget the council had set.

The Precept for 2017/2018 had been set at £19,431 (1.9% increase)

The adoption of the accounts is on the agenda  at the parish council meeting following this AGM , then if agreed, signed and will then be sent to our external auditors PJF Littlejohn LLP

Frank Warboys completed the internal audit again this year.

We carry forward a balance of £19,300.57.Other assets – National Savings of £3,242.94

The 2015/2016 accounts received their audit certificate on 20th July 2016  .
Simon Walsh sent his County Council Annual Report to the meeting which was circulated to all the councillors.

7. Dunmow United Football Club Report ( Laundry Lane)

Rob Irvine, Chairman of the Football Club sent a full report to the meeting which was circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.

Main points being the positive changes to the site at Laundry Lane, sponsorship of £16K raised over the year.,

Finances – healthy,  subscriptions £185 for the year, coaching by Scott Forbes , child welfare,  a change of secretary, groundsman and treasurer for this next season.
8. Councillors for 2017/2018


Great Easton: (4) David Rowland, Clair Southon, Tristan Martens, Paul Kelly


Duton Hill:     (3) John Lewis, Terry Francis, Julia England


Tilty:               (1) Cecile Down


Chairman:          John Lewis


Vice Chairman: David Rowland

9. Representatives:


Planning:  

 All Councillors


Playing Fields:

 Terry Francis ( Burns Playing Field)





 Paul Kelly     ( Great Easton Playing Field)

Footpaths:

 Tristan Martens


River Interests:     
Tristan Martens


Road Safety/Highways:
John Lewis & David Rowland


Airport:


John Lewis


V.H. Trasurer:

Nicola Longman


V.H. Booking Clerk:
David & Christine Chalkley

The Chairman thanked all who attended the meeting and closed the 2017 A.G.M.  at 7.55pm

Chairman……………………………………………Date………………………………………

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
